
Work reflects damaging effects of Bulimia: 
Artist creates an installation with the image of corroded drainage pipes. 

By Edgar Hernández 
 

The galvanized steel sewage pipes of the Universidad Iberoamericana suffered 
from continuous leeks last June.  While reviewing the pipes, specialists detected the 
problem originated in the women’s bathroom.   

Their conclusion was that the gastric acid which accumulated in the toilets –
coming from dozens of bulimic students’ vomit— was corroding the pipes. 
Visual artist Yoshua Okón has recuperated this incident to create the work HCl 
(Clorhidric Acid) which questions contemporary beauty standards that expose thousands 
of young people to disorders such as bulimia and anorexia. 

Says Okón, “a professor in the University told me the incident and I went to the 
University where I found the repair works being done and I took some of the drain pipes 
damaged by the acid.  My proposal is to exhibit these corroded objects as if they were a 
precious object.” 

He is currently working on the piece and it will be shown at The Project in Los 
Angeles and at the Galería Enrique Guerrero in Mexico City alongside a video narrating 
the facts. 

Jorge Luis González, researcher in the Metallurgy department of the Superior 
School of Chemical Engineering at the National Polytechnic Institute, explains that this 
concentration of gastric acid could easily corrode drainage pipes, be they galvanized or 
poured steel or copper. 

“What is called gastric fluid is basically Clorhidric Acid and whether it be diluted 
with water or in its pure form, it is highly corrosive of metals such as steel or copper.  
Moreover, vomit can also contain uric and lactic acids which also attack metal.” 

González explains that, for these acids to damage a pipe, it is necessary for there 
to be a clog of some sort or that there be a constant influx of vomit which can cause 
cracks and break through the metal. 

Carla Arellano, a nutritionist specialized in eating disorders at the Eating 
Disorders Clinic of Mexico considers that it is possible for there to be a constant flux of 
gastric acid in the women’s bathroom of the Iberoamericana University since there are 
bulimic patients who vomit up to 15 times per day.   

“I do not know the exact quantity of gastric acid needed in order to destroy a pipe, 
but I do know how corrosive it can be since it can cause tooth loss due to decalcification, 
ulcers and cancer in the esophagus.  There is no established average, but many patients 
have vomited several times a day and for more than ten years.” 

Okón clarifies that with HCl (Clorhidric Acid) he does not imply that this sort of 
thing only happens at the Iberoamericana University: “I know that bulimia is a 
contemporary disorder and since I found out about the incident I thought about making a 
piece about it and of showing these pipes as if they were something of great worth.” 

Until the closing of this edition we could not find Mónica Navarro, Social 
Communications Director for the University so she could give their version. 


